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BEHIND THE COVER

On Presidential Inaugurations
The Inauguration of a President at Taylor University is much
more than pomp and ceremony. At its heart, especially at
Taylor, Inauguration is a time for our community to reaffirm
those historic pillars upon which this beloved place rests the centrality of Christ, the authority of the Bible, God's call
to grateful obedience, and the prayerful stewardship of the
educations of generations of young men and women.
Inauguration is also a challenge to every member of the Taylor
community to pray for and bless this person who has answered
God's call to serve in our midst.We do this not only so it will go
well for any person or entity, but rather so that we will do our part
to bring God's kingdom to bear in our lives for the sake of Christ.
So it is that we welcome Dr. Michael Lindsay, his wife, Rebecca,
and their daughters, Elizabeth, Caroline, and Emily. May God bless
them as they serve and live in our midst.And may God bless and
help us as we press toward the high calling of Christ Jesus.
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ONE LAST PHONE CALL
"Is this the Hall of Fame Coach with the
Hall of Fame hair?"
I always said that to Coach Paul Patterson
whenever I called him.They were usually
followed by his familiar laugh and then a
comeback. "Yes. And you're jealous."
"Yes!" I admitted."But I'm glad that at
least one of us has hair."
My relationship with the man generations
of Taylor University men's basketball
players lovingly refer to as "Coach," had
evolved through the years. There was
always respect and admiration for the
things he achieved in the coaching world.
But initially, I was,well, intimidated by
him.The man was a force of nature. I
never played a minute of basketball in
high school or college, but having grown
up loving this wonderful wintertime
rite, I was in awe of the way he coached
those Taylor teams to play: a patient and
patterned offense,smart shot selection,
suffocating defense,and finally the
seemingly endless trips to the free throw
line where his teams drove the final nails
into the other teams' coffins.

The last time we talked was early in the summer
of 2020.1 had just lost my dad, but I didn't burden
him with it.By then it was well known that Paul
was fighting a disease that was robbing him of
his memory,and not knowing how many more
conversations we might have on this side of
eternity, I just wanted to call him one more time.
That day was a good day for him. He responded the
same way to my lame humor about his hair, but
I suspected he might. Dealing with Alzheimer's
in my own family gave me a road map for this
conversation. Reminding him of shared warm
memories with which he resonated, I finally got to
the heart of the call.
I told him that while I never contributed anything
on the court, it was an honor to have provided what
I could - specifically, through my writing and my
photography. It was a special blessing to share the
reflections of some of his players in a story that
begins on page 26 of this magazine as a tribute to
this outstanding servant of God.
But the blessing is weighty as I consider that last
conversation and his graduation to Heaven in
September. Yet, I believe we will greet each other
again, and that will be at the feet of Jesus.
Well done, thou good and faithful servant.

Over the years, the reverence with which
I regarded Paul was always the same, but
the relationship grew closer and warmer.

1/lyv.
James R. Garringer H' 15
Editor
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NEWS

Lindsay
FfllsThree
Vice
Presidential
Posts

Taylor President Dr. Michael Lindsay has completed his senior
administrative team with October announcements of Holly Whitby, Vice
President for Enrollment Management and Marketing and Dr. Jewerl
Maxwell, Provost. William Hagen, Vice President for Strategy and Chief of
Staff, began in August.

Whitby, who served atTrevecca Nazarene

"What drew me and my wife, Ashley, to

University (Nashville, Tennessee) as their

Taylor is the community; even though

Vice President for Enrollment, Marketing

many Christian colleges talk about

& Athletics, brought a lengthy marketing

community, Ashley and I both experienced

background in the corporate world to that role.
Beyond oversight of athletics, Whitby directed

something truly unique the first time we
visited campus," Maxwell said.

enrollment, marketing, and communications
strategies that contributed to a growing

Hagen also worked with Lindsay as his

enrollment for six straight years. The 2022

Chief of Staff at Gordon, where he led

class is the largest in Trevecca's history.

the completion of Gordon's 2015-2020
strategic plan; chaired the Covid-19

She holds an MBA from Belmont University and

Recovery Team; and launched the

a Bachelor's in Business Administration from

Martha D. Frost Fellows program, a

Trevecca; she also completed her Master's in

comprehensive honors program for

Instructional Design and Technology in 2017.

new students.

She was identified by the Franklin, Tennessee,
executive search firm Job/itMatters.
ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT AND MARKETING

"I am deeply honored to serve at Taylor
and am so pleased to be joining this

HOLLY WHITBY, VICE PRESIDENT FOR

"Having worked in the CCCU world since 2011,

historic and Christ-honoring place,"

I was impressed with Taylor's reputation,

Hagen said. "I believe the Lord is poised

both academically, and in the ways they really

to do transformational work for the

mentor and develop students holistically," she

Kingdom of God in the Taylor community

said. "I am excited to join the community and

and it is a privilege to join in that effort."

work to support Taylor's mission."
"All of us at Taylor University are
Maxwell, the former Vice President for Academic

excited to welcome Holly Whitby,

Initiatives at Gordon College, was also selected

Jewerl Maxwell, and Will Hagen to

from a nationwide pool following a search by

these new avenues of service in our

Job/ifMatters, and brings previous working

midst," said Lindsay. "Each brings

experiences with Lindsay to his role at Taylor.

unique qualifications and possesses

At Gordon, he was responsible for the

accomplishment. I am grateful to

a track record of excellence and

DR. JEWERL MAXWELL, PROVOST

recruitment, retention, review, and

God for providing us with three gifted

development of faculty. He also made tenure

administrators who have joined our

recommendations; led strategic planning

senior leadership team and will shape

within the Academic Division; and established

and strengthen Taylor University for

marketing and advertising plans for numerous

generations to come."

academic programs.
Maxwell holds doctorate and master's degrees
from Miami University (Oxford, Ohio), and a
bachelor's degree from Muskingum University
WILLIAM HAGAN, VICE PRESIDENT FOR
STRATEGY AND CHIEF OF STAFF

in New Concord, Ohio.
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We are Most Grateful

99

TAYLOR RETURNS TO THE TOP IN U.S. NEWS

For the 13th time in its history, Taylor University

"All of us at Taylor University are

is number one among Midwest colleges

humbled and grateful for this

according to the U.S. News & World Report survey,

validation of our program by U.S.

America's Best Colleges.This year,Taylor tied the

News &World Report," said President

College of the Ozarks (Missouri) for the top spot.

Dr. Michael Lindsay."This honor not
only recognizes the stellar work of our

The ranking is also significant in that it is the

faculty and students, who are well-

25th consecutive year for Taylor to be ranked

deserving, but also generations of past

among the top three of the Midwest region.

faculty and staff, along with faithful
alumni, whose hard work and passion

Taylor scored 100 of a possible 100 ranking points

have fostered a DNA of excellence on

in the survey, which measured factors including

our campus.

the ability of students a university can attract,
retention and graduation rates for students,

"For Taylor to be continually ranked

faculty to student ratio, and alumni giving.

among our region's top three, as we

Among the region's top 10 schools,Taylor had the

also number one for the 13th time, is a

have for the past quarter century, but
highest scores in five categories: Average First Year

tribute to each member of our Taylor

Retention Rate (88%), Predicted 6 Year Graduation

community," Lindsay added. "We are

Rate (74%),Actual 6 Year Graduation Rate (78%),ACT/

most grateful."

SAT 25th-75th percentile (1090-1290), and a category
for first year students from the top 25% of their
respective high school classes (71%).

TAYLOR ALSO APPEARED IN U.S. NEWS

TAYLOR HAS ALSO APPEARED IN

COMPANION LISTS INCLUDING: Top 25for

COLLEGE RANKINGS compiled

Economic Diversity, Most Students Studying Abroad,

by the Wall Street Journal, Forbes,

and Four Year Graduation Rate, and Top Performers
on Social Mobility.

Princeton Review, Washington Monthly,
and Open Doors.

ADDITIONAL HONORS ACHIEVED BY TAYLOR IN THE PAST YEAR INCLUDED:

•

Ten Taylor student athletes were named CoSIDA Academic All-Americans, resulting in Taylor

-

Two Taylor student-produced documentaries won regional Emmy awards; six were

•

Four Taylor films were winners in the 2020 National Student Production Awards,

ranking first among NAIA institutions and fifth nationally across all collegiate levels.
nominated, adding to Film and Media's 400+ awards since 2006.
hosted by College Broadcasters Inc., including first place in the Short Film - Fiction
and Short Film - Nonfiction categories. CBI is one of three organizations that recognize
•

the best in college media nationally.
Taylor Theatre's production of David Lindsay-Abaire's Rabbit Hole received ten national
honors after appearing at the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival.

FROM VIRTUAL TO
THE CAMPUS -

Taylor
Homecoming
and Family
Weekend
Returns
After a one-year hiatus due to Covid-19, Taylor
University's Homecoming and Family Weekend
was held on campus as an estimated 2,000 alumni,
parents, family members, and friends attended the
three-day event from October 8-10.
The event's highlights included the Inauguration
of Taylor President Michael Lindsay in the Kesler
Student Activities Center Fieldhouse, reunions,
athletic events,Taylor's Hall of Fame induction,
the annual Taylathon bicycle race, and lots of food
options.The weekend was enhanced by the sunny
and warm weather conditions characteristic of early
Octobers in Indiana.
Also featured were presentations from theTaylor
Theatre and Music Departments, lifelong learning
classes with Taylor professors, campus tours,worship,
and the State of the University address by Lindsay.
During the height of the pandemic,Taylor held online
events for the 2020 Homecoming, but alumni and
administrators agreed the return to an on-campus
setting was welcomed.
"It was such a gift to have the Taylor family together
again during Homecoming and Family Weekend,"
said Brad Yordy '05, Executive Director of Alumni
and Parent Relations,whose department served
as the hub of planning and execution."There is
something sacred about gathering,with intention, to
share the ways in which God has been faithful,and
the fragrancy of Christ was evident throughout the
weekend."
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2022 HOMECOMING
AND FAMILY WEEKEND - OCTOBER 21-23,2022.•

WOLFE'S
LEGACY
HONORED
While those passing the Euler and
Nussbaum science facilities may first
notice the three-story atrium that
connects the two buildings and the
heliostat dome that provides reflected
sunlight through the core of Euler,
there is also a small, somewhat non
descript dome atop Nussbaum that
has served as Taylor's observatory
whose telescopes have let students
study the heavens in their vast array
for two decades.
That observatory now has a name
after family and friends of the late
Taylor science Professor Emeritus
Robert (Bob) Wolfe '58 gathered in
September for a ceremony naming it
in Wolfe's memory. Wolfe, who died
in 2016 at 88, taught at Taylor for
31 years. His course load included
physics, chemistry, and astronomy.
Family, friends, and his former
colleagues remembered him as a man
who was continually enthralled by the
constellations of stars and far away
galaxies that could be seen in the
night skies.

"While Dr. Wolfe's retirement was
prior to my arrival on campus, his
impact on our faculty, alumni, and
our science program continues to be
valued," she added. "As I attended
the ceremony I was touched by the
many tributes to Dr. Wolfe and it
helped me to more deeply appreciate
the Godly influence our faculty
steward in the lives of our students."
The observatory is equipped with
a Celestron 14 inch telescope and
a solar scope - the latter making it
possible for viewers to safely view
solar eclipses and sun flares. It hosts
a J-Term astronomy class when
clear, cold conditions are ripe for
star gazing and is able to rotate in
accordance with the Earth's rotation.
Steve Wolfe '90 reflected on his
father's legacy, and that of his mother,
Roseanne (Shippy '59), who died just
days before the dedication.
"Having the official naming of Taylor's
observatory to the 'Robert C. Wolfe'
Observatory" means so much to
our family," Wolfe said. "Not only
the honor we feel when we see our
father's name recognized, but what
means the most is knowing our
father's love and passion for Taylor's
Physics and Astronomy is being
noticed now and into the future. Dad
loved Taylor and specifically their
commitment to the integration of
faith and learning.

"Naming the observatory after Dr. Wolfe
is extremely appropriate as he loved
teaching his family and students about

"Mom loved Taylor just as much as he
did," he continued. "Seeing the photo

stars and planets in God's amazing
universe," said Dr. Grace Ju Miller, Dean
of Sciences, Education, and Social
Sciences at Taylor.

of them together just reminds us ofthe
faithfulness they had to each other,
their educational professions and their
shared love for their Savior."•

Bloomberg
Terminals
Give Taylor
Students a
Head Start
BY ANSLEY KARY

Inside the west entrance of the
Reade Liberal Arts Center a shiny
new laboratory gives Taylor
business students an opportunity
to study in a setting and with
tools very few college students
can access.
The newly-renovated Finance Lab
was officially dedicated in August
by President Michael Lindsay
and Department Chair Dr.Jody
Hirschy.
The lab features Bloomberg
Terminals that give students
access to the financial industry's
top resources.Additionally,
students can access a suite of
financial planning software,
including MoneyGuidePro,
RightCapital, RiskAlyze,
AssetMap, and Income Lab.
This collaborative space allows
students to access investment
expertise from all over the
world in order to make wellinformed investment decisions
while furthering their personal
experience and portfolio.

Hirschy said the Bloomberg Terminals
are highly regarded in the business world
and widely recognized by investment
professionals as the gold standard for a
market data platform.
"The new Finance Lab has provided me
with a great opportunity to utilize the
Bloomberg Terminals for research and to
collaborate with my peers,in and outside
of class," said Regan Smith '23, a finance
major.
When Assistant Professor of Finance
Justin Heneger joined the Taylor faculty
three years ago,students only had
access to one Bloomberg Terminal. Now,
Taylor licenses 12 Terminals (nine in the
Finance Lab, one in the library, and two in
professors' offices),costing approximately
$75,000 a year to operate.
While the total expense of the Terminals
is the reason for their rarity at colleges
and universities, a donor covered the
machines' subscriptions for the next
several years.

Taylor students can take an Applied
Portfolio Management course in
which they manage nearly $6 million
of the University's assets through an
endowment program.While a number of
universities allow their business students
the opportunity to manage a portion of
the endowment, Henegar said that few
universities in Indiana have entrusted
their students with such a large portion.
He added the Finance Lab has played
a critical role for the Applied Portfolio
Management class,which accepts 10
students each semester.
"From the standpoint of understanding
stewardship and our responsibility in
managing God's resources,we have an
opportunity, as faculty members, to
begin to teach these students the biblical
worldview of the impact money has,in
that relationship as a steward of Christ's
resources," Henegar said.•
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Faculty TravelRestarts;
Publishing Continues
Drs. Conor Angell '06 and Loralee Songer '04 (Music,

of The Sound of Music, which was presented in August and
September 2021.

Dr. Carie King (English) co-facilitated the Indiana
Leadership Institute, a summer program of the Indiana
Writing Project. The program attracted 16 current K-12
teachers, who worked together to better understand
classroom writing and its value. The teachers returned this

Dr. Stefan Brandle and Professor Ben Roller '15 (Computer
Science and Engineering) are working on QuikStik: A CSE-

fall to their classrooms incorporating a workshop model
that not only encourages more writing but more active
engagement on writing growth utilizing mentor texts.

Theatre, and Dance) were featured as Captain Von Trapp and
Mother Superior in the Muncie Civic Theater's production

based software tool for Bible verse memorization and
research into Bible verse memorization.

Drs. Matt Renfrow and Brandon Dykstra (Kinesiology)

exhibition management for Matter + Spirit: A Chinese/

published Clinical Pediatric Weight Management in Rural
Indiana: a Case Study in the publication Christian Society
for Kinesiology, Leisure, and Sport Studies.

American Exhibition, projected to travel through 2023.
Smith's work includes exhibition development, editing and
production of a bi-lingual exhibition catalogue, creating

Professor Jeremie Riggleman (Art) exhibited his work
Totem at ArtPrize 2021 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, from

Dr. Rachel Hostetter Smith (Art) is doing curatorial and

the online presence, the solicitation of bookings, and
management of travel and work with venues for program
development. Exhibition stops for 2021-2022 include Samford
University (Birmingham, Alabama), Bethel University (St. Paul,
Minnesota), University of Dayton (Dayton, Ohio), and Tabor
College (Hillsboro, Kansas).

Sept i6-0ct 3, 2021. ArtPrize is an international festival and
competition that features 144 venues and attracts more
than 1,000 artist entries each fall.
Dr. Carol (Meier '88) Sisson (Education) presented
Designing Local Teaching Practicums to Promote Growth
in Intercultural Competency in Pre-Service Teachers at the

Dr. Ben Hotmire '98 (Education) presented two sessions at
the International Christian Community for Teacher Educators.

International Christian Community for Teacher Educators.

They included: The 6-Word Lesson: A Reflective Exercise
Teacher Profile: Helping Pre-Service Teachers Increase Self-

Professor Laura (Brocker '09) Stevenson (Art) has
accepted invitations for two solo exhibitions in 2022. Her
work is currently included in the traveling exhibition, Matter

Awareness and Discover Their Teaching Personality.

and Spirit: A Chinese/American Exhibition.

Dr. Ken Kiers (Physics and Engineering) worked for
NearSpace Launch this summer, where he collaborated in
writing code to help determine the trajectories of satellites.

Dr. Colleen Warren (English) has written the book
Reentering Eden: Christian Meditation in Nature. The
release is expected by the end of 2021. Reentering Eden is

This code will be put to the test with the launch of satellites in

published by Smyth and Helwys. •

Helping to Distill and Describe Lessons Learned and Personal

November 2021 and January 2022.

In the late 30s and early 40s Taylor
was just shy of its 100th year. It was
a time when faculty and staff were
more likely to receive eggs and
milk from the University-owned
farm than a paycheck, and class
registrations were written down
by hand.While the operational
landscape of the University
would evolve over time,Taylor's
distinctives remained unchanged.
From its earliest days Taylor
has been a place that educates,
mentors, influences, and guides
growing Christ-followers, with a
commitment to God's unchanging
Word, thrice-weekly chapels,
and biblically-informed course
curricula.This is the foundation
that has defined the University for
175 years,and the foundation that
would fortify the lives of Phil and
Midge (Brown '42) Yaggy '41.

Meager Beginnings
As children of the Great Depression,
Phil and Mildred (Midge) learned
early the value of the dollar and
how to save. "Getting by" forged
within each of them a resilience
and resourcefulness that would,
in later years, characterize an
ordinary life lived faithfully.

Living well in the ordinary
Angi McCarty for
University Advancement

Midge, the eldest of four girls,was
16 when she enrolled at Taylor
in 1938. She recalled arriving on
campus with just enough money to
cover her room, board, and tuition
until Thanksgiving. "I came on
faith," she wrote,"and the Lord
always answered my needs." Phil,
the oldest son of a clergyman,
began his Taylor experience in 1937
through gifts from churches within
the Christian and Missionary
Alliance.

The Taylor Years and Beyond
As Taylor students and later college
sweethearts, each experienced
significant spiritual growth and
personal development.Midge's
memories included Fall Revivals,
Christian friendships,and a social club
known as Mnanka (described in Taylor's
archives as "lively, peppy girls interested
in weaving knowledge and culture").
They also enjoyed athletics, especially
basketball, baseball, and track - sports in
which Phil lettered."I could go on and
on," wrote Midge, "but they all led to one
conclusion: Taylor gave us a foundation
and pattern for our lives."

Phil graduated in 1941 with a Bachelor's
in Education; Midge followed in 1942,
earning degrees in English and Home
Economics.They married that December
after Phil's induction into the armed
forces.
After the war, the Yaggys settled in
Michigan, where they both taught
high school.Soon, their daughter,
Stephanie, was born and Phil reenlisted
in the Air Force. For the next 25 years
the Yaggys were stationed on bases in
France, Germany, Japan, and Hawaii.
As a military family of modest means,
Stephanie's memories were ones of
abundance. "My parents provided a
strong and healthy family environment.
From our core values to what was
right and wrong, those things were so
entrenched in the way they lived their
lives and the way they raised me that
there was never a want for anything,"
she said. "They weren't wealthy but they
were so rich."

A Lifet ime of Giving
Phil and Midge Yaggy had over 80 years
of history with and love for Taylor, and
were generous supporters of theTaylor
Fund for over 40 years. Because Taylor
had a profound impact on their lives

Phil and Midge Yaggy
had over 80 years of
history with and love for
as students,giving back regularly was a
small way to ensure that Taylor would be
here for future generations."They always
gave of themselves," said Stephanie,"and
they always appreciated the opportunities
they were given through the generosity of
others."
Phil died in 2019; Midge passed away in
2021 - each just shy of reaching a century
of "living well in the ordinary." Their
final gift toTaylor, a legacy gift, will help
future students have the same kind of
transformative Taylor experience. In the
words of Midge, "The Lord has been so good
to us; I can't begin to count the ways."•
Angi McCarty serves as Director of
Advancement Communications for Taylor
University.

Taylor, and were generous
supporters of the Taylor
Fund for over 40 years.
Because Taylor had a
profound impact on their
lives as students, giving
back regularly was a small
way to ensure that Taylor
would be here for future
generations.

HALL OF FAME INDUCTS FOUR
Rhett Goodmiller '12, Courtney Herschberger '12, Mai^ Edna Glover Lafata and
Steve Wilt are the newest members of Taylor's Athletic Hall of Fame class. Their
induction came on October 9, during Homecoming and Family Weekend activities.

In a sense, opposing pitchers could not get

she contacted it, she controlled

Wilt, whose coaching stint at

Goodmiller out. The gold-glove catcher

where it went... Second, she
was so committed to the game
and such a competitor, she
would sprawl, reach, dive, or

Taylor lasted 12 seasons, ranked

achieved a career .407 batting average
with a .520 on-base percentage. During
the three years he played for Taylor, the
Trojans won 111 games and three conference
championships; they also went twice to the
NAIA national tournament. A three-time
conference First Team selection, Goodmiller
also earned two CoSIDA Academic AllDistrict honors and two NAIA ScholarAthlete awards, and CoSIDA Academic AllAmerica honors in 2012.
Herschberger was one of the conference's
best liberos, achieving the Taylor volleyball

extend for any ball."
Lafata, whose 1973 arrival
at Taylor coincided with the
inception of Title IX, the federal
government mandate to create
equality in sports for men
and women, was a pioneer
for Taylor's women's sports.
For eight years she coached
multiple sports that included

now the Crossroads League. Her Trojans

basketball, volleyball, and
women's track and field. Her
volleyball team made the Small
State Championships in 1978 and

went 123-41 overall and 54-6 in conference

1980.

program's record in digs with 2,891. She was
named the Libera of the Year three times
in the Mid-Central Collegiate Conference,

play, and advanced to three national
tournaments. Herschberger also scored
164 service aces and was a two-time NAIA
Scholar-Athlete.
"Courtney had two things that separated
her from other liberos in our conference and
put her among the best in the nation, said
her coach, Brittany (Huyser '00) Smith. "She
had phenomenal ball control. No matter her
position to the ball or the manner in which

"We didn't recruit, the Lord
brought the students to me,"
Lafata said. "The glory has to go
to the Lord, totally. There was no
recruiting for women's sports.
Title IX was just starting when I
got there. They wanted to make
it a program that they could be
proud of for the women, and
they have done a really great job
in doing that."

Coach Steve Wilt celebrates with Taylor
football team players after a win over
Anderson University.

second on the Trojan football
team's all-time wins list. The
team won Mid-States Football
Association Midwest League
Championships and made NAIA
Playoff appearances in 1998 and
1999. Wilt's 1999 team holds
the program's single-season
record with 10 victories and its
only NAIA Playoff win. Wilt also
coached 16 NAIA All-Americans.
"(Former Taylor football) Coach
Jim Law used to say, 'Football
is a man-maker,' and at Taylor,
if it is done right, it is a great
part of an overall excellent
education," Wilt said, "what we
have at Taylor is extra special
with the emphasis on a Christcentered education and that
was an environment that was
very satisfying for me to be a
part of. I was blessed to coach
some amazing young men and
work with some great coaches. I
would not be in the Hall of Fame
without them." •

Still'
Small
Voice

Now faith is the
substance of things
hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1

I imagine for many of us there have
been times when the Lord has laid
certain words, phrases, or ideas on
our hearts that significantly helped
to shift our focus or perspective.
That has happened to me many
times throughout the years; and
the words have come through
Scripture, sermons, faithful friends,
or have just slowly floated in and
nestled into my heart and mind.
This happened to me in a specific
moment in February of 2020.We
were just getting into the rhythm
of a new semester, anticipating the
joys and the work ahead.
Spiritually and personally, I had
spent many weeks with burdens on
my heart - for loved ones who were
straying away from the faith, or for
our past and current foster children
whose present and futures were
so uncertain. I was burdened by
issues at Taylor related to budgets
and enrollment and interpersonal
struggles between people, and I was
heavy in heart for the turmoil and
conflict in our country and world.
I continually took these things to
prayer, but at times they seemed to
overwhelm me.As I am apt to do, I
would put those things at the feet
of Jesus and leave them there - for a
while, a day, or maybe a week.
But I would eventually start picking
the burdens back up and,yet again,
would find them weighing me
down. One evening, heavy hearted,
I walked into our little foster baby's
room while she was sleeping, and
prayed over her as I often did. It
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was at that moment that
I heard God whisper to
me, "I am working." It was
not loud enough to wake
her, and it may not have
been audible at all.But
to me it was a powerful
whisper. I stepped out
of the room and went
and sat on my bed,and I
heard it again. Now, I don't
know if it was God's voice
or mine (it sounded like
mine), but I do know the
words were from Him.
So, one by one, I began
to remind God of all my
concerns (in case He had
forgotten), and with each
one, I heard His words,
"I am working." I clung
to those words, and they
sustained me through the
many tumultuous days,
weeks, and months that
lay ahead.
I began to pray more with
the assumption that God
was working."Lord, thank
you for working,help me
to trust you." I shifted
my posture to one of
expectancy so that I would
see how He was working.
And He did. My burdens
shifted as well. I stopped
myself in the moments
when I was trying to solve
problems outside my
control, by either applying
useless mental anguish to
them (which never helps),

or by laying out highly complicated
scenarios of possibilities of how to
answer those prayers (to give God
some ideas, just in case He needed
them). Instead, I began to just
acknowledge and trust the promise
that God was working. It was not
long after that when the rumblings
of a global pandemic became reality
and its full implications began to be
felt.There was much concern and
uncertainty, but I firmly gripped
God's hand as I looked for how He
was working in a world that had
flipped upside down.It has not
been easy,but my spirit has found
peace and rest in Him.
I have believed that God was at
work for probably as long as I
have believed in God.So why did
I need reminding? It is so easy
and normal to see from our own
perspective, our limited vision and
lack of control, and assume that if
we don't see tangible evidence of
Him working (or how we expect
Him to be working), then things
are hopeless. That is why we need
faith and encouragement to help
us rest in the promise that God is
always working,even when we
don't see it. I have seen that prayer
for me is a way to remind myself
to open my eyes and remember
that He is working and will work
things out for His glory.Then,
often unexpectedly, God gives us
the beautiful gifts of creatively
answered prayer as reminders that
He is always at work - in the hearts
of His people, in the unwitting
hearts of those who do not share

our faith, in difficult circumstances, across
time, space, and distance.
During the past weeks,and even much
longer, we as a community have reflected on
how God has been working for over 175 years
at Taylor University. He has been working
through the heritage of the countless
faithful people connected to Taylor, through
every circumstance, through students'
and parents' lives, and through the lives of
each faithful and dedicated employee.He
has wooed and directed each of us here, at
the perfect season, whether we have been
here for weeks or decades,to share in this
mission. Whatever part you play in the Taylor
community and on campus, you bring honor
and glory and impact to His kingdom. He
is working through donors, accreditation
teams, granting agencies, employers, alumni,
and board members. He is always at work
in the hearts of His people, changing us
to be more like Him. And unlike our work,
His work is done with perfection in detail,
timing, and scope.
I pray that each of us will sense God's call to
continue to partner in His work,whatever
our role. Most importantly, let us rest in the
promise that He is always working,and will
fulfill His purposes - both in us and in His
world.•
Dr. Carol Sisson serves as an Associate Professor
of Education at Taylor University. This essay
was from her devotional for the Taylor Board of
Trustees' Fall 2021 meeting.
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Rebecca and I want to thank you for
this extraordinary opportunity to
come and serve the Taylor family.
To Chairman Chris Goeglein '84 and
the entire Board of Trustees and
Search Committee that led us to
Taylor, thank you for entrusting us
with this wonderful calling.We are
honored and excited to join you.To
my extraordinary faculty and staff
colleagues who are becoming so dear
to the Lindsay family,thank you for
the warm welcome you have shown
us. We are thrilled to become your
colleagues, neighbors, and friends,
and we look forward to doing all
that we can to bless and serve you in
whatever way possible.
To our wonderful students, thank you
for making Taylor such a remarkable
place. You are the reason we are here,
and you make us better year after
year. Finally, to my Taylor presidential
colleagues who have joined us today,
thank you for being such faithful
stewards in this noble calling.
David (Gyertson),Gene (Habecker
'68), Lowell (Haines '75), and Paige
(Comstock '77 Cunningham), it's a
privilege to pick up the baton from
you. I also want to recognize Janie
(Smith '58) Kesler,wife of our beloved
Jay Kesler '58 who could not be here
in person today but surely is with us
in spirit.Jay and Janie set an example
of faithfulness for all of us to live up
to, and, Janie, we are honored to have
you here and hope you will give Jay all
of our love and thanks.

The title of my inaugural address
is taken from a Latin phrase that
appears on the Taylor University
seal, Lux et Fides,which means
"light and faith." Rebecca and I
met in an upper-level Latin class
during our undergraduate days,
so while some may claim that
French is the language of love,for
us, it's Latin.

linguistic system. So let's talk for a minute
about light and its relation to faith.

Light.There are hundreds of references
in the Bible to light, but two of my
favorite come from the passages that (our
daughters) Emily and Caroline read a little
earlier. From the light that God speaks
into existence on the first day of creation
to the Book of Revelation, where the New
Jerusalem shines with the glory of God, the
Latin is a remarkable language,
Bible is replete from cover to cover with
and knowing something about the light.
subject is almost a requirement
for anyone who wants to have a
And light is an amazing gift because not
fulsome liberal arts education.
only do we see it, as we do when we gaze
After all, linguists estimate that
at the remarkable hues of red, orange, and
80% of the entries in an English
purple in the Indiana sunset. But light is
dictionary are borrowed from
also remarkable because through it, we see
other languages,with Latin being everything else.
the most prominent.In fact,
about 10% of the Latin vocabulary When you stop to realize how fundamental
has found its way directly into
light is to the human existence,you
English, which is why Latin can
recognize how extraordinary it is that
be so helpful for people looking
God decided to let there be light on the
to strengthen their English
first day of creation so that everything
vocabulary or better understand
from photosynthesis in plants to optical
the underlying grammar of our
networking technology could become

possible. Bell Laboratories in
New Jersey have a sign that says
"Welcome to Photon Valley"
because of the seemingly endless
bandwidth found in a light beam
that can be used for thousands
of purposes. It's mind boggling
to consider all of the possibilities
ahead of us. And yet, humans have
been thinking about light since
the days of Genesis.

At Taylor,we are inspired by light
and united in faith.The Taylor
seal brings together these two
because in many ways they are
complimentary and reinforcing.
As a vibrant community of faith,
this is a place that celebrates
the light of Jesus Christ that we
see evident all around us.Just as
the Bible has over 100 references
to light when speaking about
God and the faithful, so also,we
believe in the value of reflecting
the Son (S-O-N) in how we

experience life together.Through
our covenantal commitments, we
endeavor to bear witness to the
light and faith of Jesus Christ and
to see both grow in our lives.
I've spent a good bit of time
recently (getting) to know Taylor
better, reading through our
archives, talking with people,
and experiencing the legendary
campus culture.I've hung out
in Sammy Morris, the KSAC, and
the DC. And I have watched our
faculty in action with admiration
as they teach and mentor our
students all around campus. The
net result of all of this is that
for 175 years,Taylor has done a
few things exceedingly well by
bringing together light and faith.
In at least three distinct ways,
we each play a role - individually
and collectively - and a role that
God plays in helping us become
servant leaders who are prepared
to minister to a world in need.
***

For starters, we bear the light,
and God ignites the faith. Make
no mistake, this is a Christcentered institution, one of only
a handful of ranked universities
where every student, faculty,
and staff member is a professing
Christian.We do this because we
believe, at root, we are called to
help the next generation grow in
the Christian faith,and we know
that faith grows the best in the
context of wider faith.
And anyone who has been here
realizes that this is a place of great
intentionality. Virtually everything
we do is on purpose - from the
way we organize our residence
life program to how we facilitate
student learning through highimpact practices.And the data
show that Taylor does a better job

of these than many of our peers.
In survey after survey,Taylor
seniors report higher levels of
participation in everything from
research projects with faculty to
university-brokered internships
to study abroad programs to
culminating senior experiences.
We consistently score higher than
virtually all of our peers.
There is, indeed, a warmth to
this place that is attractive and
compelling. And it's why Taylor
students are more likely to say that
they feel like they belong compared
to students on other campuses.
In fact, parents, students, and
alumni all praise Taylor as being
a place where campus staff are
caring and helpful,where our
faculty attend to students as
individuals, where people feel safe
and secure so that they can stretch
and grow,and where there is a
shared commitment to academic
excellence.
Moreover, this has been a
place of warmth and care for
quite some time. A Liberian
prince named Sammy Morris
came to study at Taylor in 1891
after he encountered a Taylor
alumnus who was serving
God as a missionary in Africa.
Seeing much promise in the
life of Sammy, the Taylor alum
encouraged him to pursue higher
education in the U.S. He came
here and became a beloved
member of our campus, in part
because he - in characteristically
Taylor fashion - intentionally
sought ways to serve others.
We bear the light of Christ to one
another, and in the process, God
ignites our faith. As a result, this
is a Christ-centered place.

Second, as an educational community committed to
the highest standards of academic excellence, we shine
the light of Christ through our intellectual pursuits,
and, in the process, God illuminates the faith. At Taylor,
we believe all truth is God's truth, so when we push
ourselves to advance knowledge through scholarly
pursuits and academic learning,we come to know and
understand God better, more fully.As students spend
time reading great works of literature in Zondervan
Library and complete science experiments in Euler,
they more deeply understand the world that God
has created - in its brokenness and shortcomings
and in its promising possibilities. As an intentional
Christian community,we work hard to integrate
faith and learning, not because we believe these are
polar opposites but because we see them as mutually-

reinforcing gifts of God.Just as the two pillars of
Rice Bell Tower remind us every day of this shared
purpose of integrating faith and learning, so also do we
undertake this noble work as our contribution to the
wider academy.
This kind of dedication has been true of Taylor for a
long time.One of our most distinguished alumni is
Harold Ockenga '27, who studied English and history
here in the 1920s. He was very active on campus,
playing tennis,baseball, and basketball, and was
an award-winning debater. As he became a more
accomplished public speaker and an even more
impressive student, this Chicago native developed a
sense of calling to serve the evangelical church in ways
that would have far-reaching impact.
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After his time at Taylor, he went
on to seminary and graduate
school and eventually was
named the pastor of Park Street
Church, located in downtown
Boston. He, along with Dr.
Billy Graham,and the head of
Sun Oil Company, J. Howard
Pew, became the three major
architects of modern American
evangelicalism. His servant
leadership, first developed at
Taylor, had a global impact,
as he helped found numerous
ministries and institutions that
have served the global church
for decades. Not only was he a
principal force behind the start
of the National Association of
Evangelicals, World Relief, and
Christianity Today, but he also
served as the founding president
of both Fuller Theological
Seminary and Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary.And I
feel a special kinship with Dr.
Ockenga because the last chapter
of his remarkable career involved
serving as the president of
Gordon College, a role that I also
held before being called to Taylor.
Dr. Ockenga's life was one that
constantly sought to shine the
light of Christ to a world in
need, and God used his efforts to
illuminate the faith of millions.
So it is with you and me today.
As we daily turn over to the Lord
our studies and our work on the
Taylor campus, God uses our
faithfulness to illumine our own
faith and that of others, helping
us to better understand the
character of God and to show that
to one another in our life together.
We are a Christ-centered,studentfocused university.

Third, we gather the light, and
in the process,God increases
all of our faith.I've never seen a
campus of Taylor's size that has
such a robust sense of community.
There are so many things that
make this community amazing,
but as I have gotten to know
Taylor, I've been struck by a few
key ingredients.First, this is a
place focused on whole-person
education. In other words, we
want our students to grow not
just intellectually and spiritually
but also socially, physically,and
vocationally. We care about the
totality of our students' lives, and
because of that, we invest in our
relationships with students both
inside and outside the classroom.
It's why Taylor faculty members
are invited to serve as bridesmaids
or groomsmen in their students'

weddings. It's why our retention and
graduation rates are far stronger than the
data on our incoming classes would have
predicted. And it's why our alumni are so
willing to recommend this place to others
and tangibly demonstrate their support for
our mission through their annual giving,
the rates of which are more than double
the national average.

other places. Nine in ten Taylor
seniors say that they learned
Christian leadership while here,
compared to much lower stats
among graduating seniors at
other institutions.Our faculty
consistently rate servantleadership development as one
of our institutional priorities. In
the most recent survey, 91% of
But these kinds of statistics are just
our faculty praised the University
signposts for a much deeper reality.This is a for doing this. We feel this way
remarkable community that is deeply united because we know that intentional
around our shared mission and committed
community requires servantto our shared purpose of being a place that is leadership, and if we are going to
Christ-centered and student-focused.
take the light and faith that we
have come to appreciate here at
I was drawn to Taylor, in part, because
Taylor to a world in need, that is
of the University's deep commitment to
going to require real leadership
developing servant-leaders.Nearly two- the kind that our graduates are
thirds of our students led a group during
prepared to provide.
their time on campus - a figure that is
significantly more than what we see at

For 175 years, Taylor University has
been an institution committed to
lux et fides, light and faith. I come
to Taylor excited to join you in the
important work we will share in the
days ahead.We will bear the light
of Christ to one another, and God
will use it to ignite our faith as we
endeavor to become a place that is
even more Christ-centered in the
days ahead.
We will shine the light of Christ
through our curricular and cocurricular pursuits.Through it,
God will illuminate our faith individually and collectively.In so
doing, we will redouble our efforts to
be not only Christ-centered but also
student-focused, thereby amplifying
the very best things that make
Taylor, Taylor.
Finally, we will gather the light that
each of us brings to this special
place in the middle of the cornfields.
As we unite our hearts and minds
in building an even stronger
community, the Lord will increase
our faith and help us to live more
fully into our calling to develop
servant leaders who are prepared to
minister God's love and grace to a
world in need.

TASK AS WE SEEK TO HONOR THE
LORD IN THIS PLACE FOR THIS
COMING SEASON TO THE GLORY
OF GOD. AMEN.

In essence,our aspiration is to be
a Christ-centered,student focused
community. As we work toward
this noble and important aim,we
bring the light of Jesus Christ and
the faith that God kindles within us
together to live into our distinctive
calling for the next 175 years.May we
prove worthy of the task as we seek
to honor the Lord in this place for
this coming season to the glory of
God. Amen.•
Editor's note: You can hear Dr. Lindsay's
address in its entirety on the Taylor
Chapel YouTube Channel.

You've been here for three months. How are
things going?
REBECCA: They are going well. We love Taylor. We
feel very confirmed in God's calling and blessing
to be here. It's been a very fast pace. I'm told the
Midwest is supposed to be a slower pace, and I'm
looking forward to when I experience that. It has
been a quick whirlwind of activity at the University
and with the girls at school, but all good things. It's
been a fast pace.

What does inauguration mean for a
President? For a University like Taylor?
MICHAEL: Personally, it is a very moving
experience. It's kind of like a full range of emotions
you have on your wedding day. It is a confirmation
of a calling that began stirring in my heart and in
the hearts of the search committee that the entire
community has now confirmed and says, "We are
glad to have you as our leader."
At Taylor, this is an institution that goes back 175
years, so the chance to be picking up the baton
from people whom I respect, love, and admire people like Gene Habecker '68, Lowell Haines '76,
Paige (Comstock '77) Cunningham - that is really
very special.
Institutionally, an Inauguration is an opportunity
for us to renew our commitment to the things that
make Taylor, Taylor. It's an opportunity to take
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stock in God's faithfulness. I'm becoming the 18th
President in the lineup of Presidents at Taylor, and
over 175 years, that is a select group of folks who
have been entrusted with the stewardship of this
extraordinary place. So it's a responsibility I take
very seriously, but also a joy that I have welcomed
with my whole heart.

Where do you see Taylor going in the next
5-10 years?
MICHAEL: We are working on the development of a
strategic plan for the next five years. I have to do a
lot more listening and learning to get clarity around
that, but I can offer you some early indications,
things that really stand out to me.
First, this is a place that puts Jesus Christ at
the very center of everything that we do. I have
seen it when walking by a classroom as faculty
members engage on a topic and introduce
relevant scripture. I have seen it in our coaches
as they mentor students - both on the playing
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field and in the coffee house. And it has
been obvious in the lives of our students,
alumni, parents, faculty members, and
staff members. Jesus is lifted up at Taylor
University. That is what drew me to Taylor,
and it is certainly what I want to be said of
my presidency - that this is a place that
became even more Christ-centered.
The second thing that really stands out to
me, as one who has been a President of a
sister institution and knows a lot about faithbased higher education these days, Taylor is
unusual to be the size, scale, and scope of
an institution, and to be as focused on the
students as we are. We take student learning
very seriously. We care about what students
are learning in the classroom and what they
encounter in the core curriculum. We care
about the kind of capstone experiences
they have as seniors, and the experiential
learning that takes place through J-Term

Being the parents of two pre-teen
daughters, was there any unease
about uprooting them from Boston the only place they had known - and
moving to the Midwest?

that other people can do. She can eat

that Taylor is doing right in this space. I want

and walk and play, but she has profound

to take us from excellence to eminence in

REBECCA: Honestly, there weren't too many

cognitive disabilities and problems with

this space. I think there is a real opportunity.

questions because of Covid. The Northeast

internal organs; and she's legally blind.

or doing research with faculty. Learning at
Taylor is very front and center. Also, student
development is something Taylor has been
known for over several decades, and as one
who is observing it, I can say there is a lot

MICHAEL: Elizabeth is our 17-year-old
special needs daughter. She was born with
a very rare genetic disorder. She has a very
sweet disposition and can do many things

to a certain extent was shut down. It
REBECCA: And mostly non-verbal.

Most universities today are more faculty-

wasn't as if we were taking them away from

driven instead of student-driven campuses,

something that was happening at churches.

and yet I think the institutions that will not

We didn't have vacation bible school. Things

MICHAEL: With Elizabeth, life is different

just survive but thrive in the days ahead

were not open. Their dance activity was

for her and for our family because of that.

will be places that are student-focused. So

the only thing that was open, and very few

We have been struck by just the remarkable

being a place that is Christ-centered and

children were participating. Caroline and

warmth and kindness we've experienced

student-focused is really important to me.

Emily came here and saw that life looked

from folks at Taylor who've shown love to

more normal, and things were going on and

Elizabeth. There was a group of students

And third is that this is an unbelievable

happening, and everyone was so nice to

that sent a care package to Elizabeth last

community, and I want to be able to

them, like the women's soccer team, who

spring while we still lived in Boston after
I had been named the new President. It

build upon that, strengthen it, fortify

stopped practice to come over and speak

it, and also help it to grow. We need to

to them, and call them by name, and make

was so thoughtful. They sent a map of the

become a more diverse place than we are

them feel like rock stars. I think that made

campus that we actually framed.

today. We need to be a place that has a

them excited.
REBECCA: That was a great witness too

broader reach - we are too much like a
"light hidden under a bushel" when we

Michael and I weren't sure we should bring

because I shared that with her school back in

need to be "a city on a hill." So there are

them when we came out last spring. But

Boston. Most of them are not people of faith;

strategies that we will try to undertake in

we decided we would, and I'm glad we did

some are even hostile to the faith. It was

the next five years that will help us to be

because once they got on campus and started

such a beautiful witness, how this Christian

better known as a way of bearing witness

meeting people, that was exciting and they

community was loving on Elizabeth and

to our faith and for our kind of place, but

wanted to come.

those who are different. I thought that was a

Tell us about your oldest daughter,
Elizabeth.

to be here.•

also to bear witness to the extraordinary
community that we have. So my vision
is for us to be the most Christ-centered,
student-focused community around.

beautiful message to share. We are thankful

By James R. Garringer H'IS

« It was a spontaneous
moment. Paul Patterson's
Taylor Trojans had just taken
down the top-seeded Grace
Lancers in the Lancers'
home gym to win the thenDistrict 29 championship.
Teammates Jim Bushur '89,
Scott Dean '90, and Robby
Phillips '88 were cutting
down the nets when seniors
Greg Habegger '87 and Ralph
Gee '87 swept Patterson off
the ground and onto their
shoulders to carry him to the
rim, where he could cut a
piece of the net for himself.
Patterson's 34-year career at Taylor
was filled with many moments
of glory, but there were also
heartbreaking lows.In 1989 as
the Trojans celebrated another
District title and prepared to leave
for Kansas City, the mother of one
of Patterson's players died in an
auto accident.Patterson's team
took the floor at Kemper Arena the
following week,and while the team
played hard and executed, they
could not overcome the greater
obstacle that had been placed in
front of them. Yet two years later,
many of those same men returned
to Kemper and went on a historic
run to the Final Four.

"Coach had a monumental
impact on so many of us
who played, worked for or
were influenced by him,"
said Holtmann, now the head
men's basketball coach at Ohio
State University."His fierce
competitiveness and drive were
obvious to all who saw him coach.
However, his deep faith, love for
his family, and commitment to
the growth of his players is what
so many of us will remember."
While many recognized Patterson
as a brilliant coach with a razorsharp attention to detail, his own
players told stories of his almost
"drill sergeant" like demeanor
and his many repeated idioms
that applied to life, faith, and
basketball.
"You can't shortcut the process."
"Good is hard. Hard is good."
"The game honors toughness."
"Hard work is a separator, and a
uniter."
"To go places you've never been,
you must do things you have never
done."

"There were things Coach would
say, but to see him care about
us can't be put into quotes,"
Patterson died on September 20
remembered Tim Taylor '95,a
after a comparatively brief battle
with Alzheimer's disease. The onset forward on Patterson's teams
and advance of the illness came
in the early 1990s. Taylor
after he concluded his Hall of Fame remembered a time when he
coaching career at Taylor.Patterson shared the exciting news with
returned to Taylor several times
his coach that he had finally
after his career ended, most notably made the Dean's list. Patterson's
to be inducted into Taylor's Athletic response? Why was he so excited
Hall of Fame, and to introduce Chris about something he should have
Holtmann for his former guard's
been doing all along?
Hall of Fame induction.

"He pursued excellence so
much that we didn't always see
it, but after the last loss every
season or at the banquets you
heard and saw how much he
cared," Taylor remembered.
"One time when I was going
through a difficult time in life I
sat in his office crying and saw
the man that I thought wanted
to make my life miserable
crying with me because he
cared so much,"Taylor, who
is now a pastor, remembered.
"He had such a huge impact on
my life. He believed in us more
than we believed in ourselves."
"God speaks to us through our
passions."

It was that belief in his players
combined with an intense
personal discipline, and being
able to recruit men who bought
fully into his approach that led
Patterson's men's basketball
program to incredible heights:
» 734 wins;
»15 conference championships;
» 28 winning seasons;
» 14 trips to the NAIA National
Tournament, where they
reached the Sweet 16 twice and
the Final Four once (1991);
» And 10-straight years with
25-or-more victories from 1984
through 1994.
"Coach would say,'They keep
score for a reason,"' said
David Close '80, a player from
Patterson's earliest Taylor team,
and himself the coach of a high
school boys' basketball team in
Ohio. "You take what the Good
Lord gave you, you develop it
to its fullest and honor God in
doing so.That's way beyond
basketball."

COACH KNEW
fflS GREATEST
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
WEREN'T HIS WINS.
HIS GREATEST
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
WERE THE MEN HIS
PLAYERS BECAME.

"Coach used to say all the time, 'You have to do
what the game demands."' Brooks said."When
we would discuss it as coaches, Coach would
talk about how the game was like life.If the kids
could understand what the game demanded it
would give them the experience to handle what
life demanded.Coach used to say how important
it was to understand your role,embrace your
role, and strive to be the best at your role that you
hp "
"I am thankful for the privilege of being your
coach."

When he retired in 2013,Patterson ranked
second in wins among all active NAIA Division
II men's basketball head coaches, llth among all
men's basketball collegiate coaches on any level
and tops among all collegiate men's basketball
coaches in the state of Indiana.
Twenty-four of Patterson's players achieved NAIA
Ail-American honors and every student-athlete
who played four seasons for him at Taylor earned
his college degree.

Patterson was named Coach-of-the Year 12 times and
was the NAIA National Coach of the Year in 1991. He is
also a member in the NAIA,Taylor, Hanover College,
Indiana Basketball, Grant County, and Hammond Sports
Halls of Fame.
"Striving for excellence is much more difficult than just
playing to win."

"Having had the opportunity to play for coach and
to be his assistant for a number of years, it was one
of the highlights of my athletic experience. I felt like
every day I learned something new. One of my favorite
Coach Patterson quotes is that, 'Basketball is one of
the greatest life laboratories there is,"' said Steve
Brooks '80, now the head women's basketball coach
at Marian University in Indianapolis. His Indiana
Wesleyan University women's teams won two national
championships.

"When I look at the men who had the honor (and
it was a hard honor) to play for Coach I see so
many incredible men of God," Taylor said."Many
are people that are my closest friends,even if I
haven't seen them for years, because we got to do
something special together. We got to work really
hard and not give up. And because of that, there is
a brotherhood that really can't be explained. But
I think that what Coach taught us is something
that hopefully future generations can learn
from."
Taylor said the challenges of playing for
Patterson for four years,specifically never giving
up, prepared him for his role today as a pastor."I
know that my church is better for it.My kids are
better for it. My marriage is better for it," he said.
"And I know that I honor God better because of it.
It's so much more than wins and losses."
"You do your best to win," Close added. "But
Coach knew his greatest accomplishments
weren't his wins. His greatest accomplishments
were the men his players became.There is a bond,
a brotherhood, between players that played for
Coach, even if we played 10 years apart." •
Patterson is survived by his wife,Phyllis; two children,
Shannon '96 and Michelle (Chris '92) Bombei '92; and
two granddaughters.

BY ELISSA ERB '21, GILLIAN HAENGGI '22,
CALEB HOLLEMAN '21, AND JAYDEN WILHELM '24

We Americans presently agree upon one thing. We disagree. One
look across political, social, and economic aisles reveals widening
chasms between sides. From homes to workplaces, social media
platforms to news stations, and even pastors to church pews, our
country is becoming more divided and less unified. American citizens
have a deep longing for unity and peace, yet a slight variance of
views causes friendships to be lost, and identities to be formed with
division in mind. "One nation, under God, indivisible with liberty and
justice for all" feels more like a pipe dream than a pledge.
Christians of every political, social, economic, and denominational
background live in this divided America. For followers of Christ,
American citizenship is second to Kingdom citizenship as we are called
to live in this divided nation, but not of it. The people of God are to be
the body of Christ even amidst a broken nation, a powerful picture of
embodied unity and difference under the headship of Christ.
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Christians always struggled to live together in community,
from the garden, to Israel, to the early Church, to
today. Throughout history, however, God modeled
how His people should live together by instructing
them with covenants that guide their lives. Taylor
University carefully constructed and refined its own
Life Together Covenant, inviting students and faculty
to live in community with one another based on biblical
commands and practical expectations as we seek to
"develop servant leaders marked with a passion to
minister Christ's redemptive love and truth to a world in
need." (Taylor University's Mission Statement). Perhaps
such a covenant can serve as a powerful response to the
polarizing forces plaguing American culture and, even in a
number of cases, our churches.

Life Together, the 1939 book by Dietrich
Bonhoefferand namesake of Taylor
University's Life Together Covenant (LTC),
challenges us to be the tangible body of
Christ to each other, the nation, and the
world. Dr. Paul R. House, Professor of
Divinity at Samford University's Beeson
Divinity School, a past President of the
Evangelical Theological Society, and a
former Professor of Old Testament at Taylor,
elaborates: "Bonhoeffer rightly said that
'where there is no body there is no church'
and 'the church is only the church when it
is there for others.' In a day when churches
and society are both torn apart, we need ...

believers who know an abstract church is
not a church of Jesus Christ."
The biblical metaphor of the Church as
the body of Christ reveals the divisions at
hand as an existential challenge for the
Church. A body of Christ divided by the
Accuser becomes to the world a grotesque
heap of severed limbs. Similarly, a church
homogenized by the Deceiver becomes a
useless mass of cells that can't do God's
wondrous work in the world. Therefore, the
body of Christ cannot be divided against
itself, or simplified into conformity. Instead,
a Church rightly unified and differentiated
in Christ faithfully incarnates the beautiful

body of the resurrected Christ and
manifests a Christ who can be heard, seen,
and touched (i John i).
Indeed, a healthy church body presents
the reconciling, true, and loving Christ to
a world in need. "How good and pleasant
it is when God's people live together in
unity!" (Psalm 113:1). This type of unity
does not happen accidentally but must be
intentionally sought out and created. To the
church in Ephesus, the Apostle Paul wrote,
"Be completely humble and patient, bearing
with one another in love, making every effort
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the
bonds of peace." (Ephesians 4:2-3)-
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As much as unity in
Christ is necessary, that
unity is not easy - but
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good things rarely are.
Taylor University - a
residential, Christian,
learning community is positioned to equip

As the temptation for disunity in our culture becomes more powerful,
the necessity for Christians to pursue the unity offered as a gift to us
in Christ only grows more important.
Graciously, the unity of God is not something needing to be created
anew - it already exists. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit live in

young Christians to

perfect, differentiated unity, and humans are invited to join that unity.
Bonhoeffer articulates the unity already present in God: "Christian
community is not an ideal we have to realize, but rather a reality created

participate in the body

by God in Christ in which we may participate" (Life Together p. 3).

of Christ within divided

Because of this direct connection to the Lord, Christian unity serves as
the witness of God to other believers. In John 17:21, Jesus prays that
believers "may also be in us so that the world may believe that you

America.

have sent me." Our unity in Christ is our witness to the world, and we
cannot fulfill the mission of God while handicapped by missing limbs.
Therefore, unity is not optional, but a crucial element to fulfill the
Kingdom of God here and now.
As much as unity in Christ is necessary, that unity is not easy - but
good things rarely are. Taylor University - a residential, Christian,
learning community - is positioned to equip young Christians to
participate in the body of Christ within divided America. House
admonishes Taylor "to be a proving ground for embodied community,
not a respite before living the typical fragmented American life."
The Life Together Covenant's value comes from its basis in Scripture,
which as a whole is our individual and corporate covenant between
the body of Christ and our Head: Christ Himself. The counsel of the
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LTC flows from and partners with Scripture to guide Christian-living
community. Reflecting proper theological priority, the covenant
begins by remembering our fundamental biblical responsibilities
to each other. The Biblical Responsibilities section of the LTC
entreats the community to love God, others, and self, maintain
healthy fellowship and relationships with one another, and for each
individual to make his or her heart right before God. More than 30
Scripture references relevant to living together are cited for these
specific community guidelines.
Following the section on Biblical Responsibility, the LTC moves
to address further practical expectations of the community.
Communities are composed of humans, therefore, persons pursuing
Christ-honoring unity must make sacrifices particular to their
cultural context and mission. These "extra-biblical" expectations
don't have any universal theological content, but prove their
existence as valuable for helping communities navigate real
tensions of living life together such as, "How similar do we have to
be to live together?" and "How much difference can our unity hold?"
For example, Taylor's Life Together Covenant prohibits drinking
alcohol, in the same way condominium associations across the
country mandate comparable prohibitions. The LTC prohibits
alcohol, not as a theological admonishment, but rather as a
particular human expectation to help pave an otherwise pot-holed
path of life together. When Taylor lives out the LTC, our community
will form servant-leaders who incarnate the beautiful truth of Christ
by living in counter-cultural unity and proclaim the love of Christ by

Julia Hurlow, Taylor's Director of Discipleship, summarizes the goal
of the LTC as, "The need for encouragement, respect, truth-telling,
and reconciliation have been essential to living well together on
earth. A residential campus has a built-in structure for living among
one another as neighbors. The hope would be that people would
embody the values of care that are a part of the LTC in a way of
living." Properly understood and lived out, the LTC shepherds the
University toward constructing and maintaining a healthy and
vibrant Christian community which not only more fully answers
our call to grow into the mature body of Christ, but also beautifies
our worldly witness. Recognizing the Life Together Covenant to be
a valuable, unifying invitation into Christ-centered life together,
Taylor prays to be continually utilized by God to minister to
polarized communities, churches, and even nations.
Elissa Erb is from Williamstown, West Virginia, and majored in
Elementary and Special Education. She is a third grade teacher in
Akron, Ohio.
Gillian Haenggi is from Wichita, Kansas, and is a senior Youth
Ministries and Biblical Literature double-major.
Caleb Holleman is from Terrell, Texas, and earned degrees in
Philosophy and Mathematics.
Jayden Wilhelm is from Wheaton, Illinois, and is a sophomore
Christian Ministries major.

living toward embodied reconciliation.
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**• 101 Yearsand Counting:Constructed in
1917, Swallow Robin Hall was designed by
noted African American architect Samuel
Plato, whose designs graced buildings
throughout Indiana and Kentucky.
Its original outside balconies, one of
Plato's most recognizable features, were
removed in the late 1980s when Swallow
was renovated following warnings from
state officials of potential fire hazards
in the building. Today, Swallow Robin
continues to serve generation after
generation of Taylor students.

Burt Wilmot
Ayres (1898,
1900,1902)
ASHLEY (BLACK '07) CHU, MLS

Burt Ayres exemplified a true character of virtue, and
his lengthy career at Taylor University affected many
lives through educating others by his own high ideals
to think clearly, to act truly, and to trust implicitly in
God.
Ayres was born in Hartford City, Indiana, on
December 29,1865, and spent the majority of his
life near his home community.Following three
years of study at DePauw University, Ayres taught
and held Superintendent roles in several nearby
schools. He then assumed the Deanship of the
Normal Department of Taylor University, a position
he held from 1897-1902 when he became Dean of the
University. Ayres left Taylor University for several
years to provide leadership to Central Holiness
University in Iowa, and in 1910 he returned to Taylor
to serve as Dean as well as Professor of Philosophy. He
earned the following degrees from Taylor University:
B.S., 1898; A.M., 1900; Ph.D.,1902.

Ayres was the answer.This was due to Ayres' spirit
of devotion and sacrifice,which inspired the school
and served as the foundation of his life - a large
faith, a deep trust in God, and an open hand held
out to others.

In addition to serving as Dean, Ayres accepted the
responsibility placed upon him to serve as Acting
He was, above all else, a teacher. Ayres' students
President multiple times during his career at
recalled his classes as charged with an intensity of
Taylor. In 1950, the Ayres-Alumni Memorial Library
purpose, and an earnest dedication to high and noble was dedicated in his honor and his lifelong interest
ideals. He also inspired a development of the life of
In Taylor s spiritual and educational achievements.
the mind, diving deeply and with serious deliberation Burt Ayres' devotion to the cause of Christ and
in the pursuit of truth.
his dedication to prayer indelibly stamped the
hearts and lives of many who have crossed Taylor's
Ayres was an academic leader at Taylor University,
threshold.
engaging challenges with a steady hand and discreet
judgement. A faculty colleague, when asked how
Adapted from the 1922 Gem yearbook of Taylor University
Taylor University has kept its spirit throughout the
and other archival materials.
years despite so many changes, responded that Dean

Harold J.
Ockenga '27
ELIZABETH HAMMOND'22

Harold John Ockenga '27 graduated from Taylor after
four years of active involvement in academic and
campus events.As a freshman, Ockenga won third place
as the first Taylor student sent to the State Oratorical
Contest to discuss the subject of world peace. From
there, Ockenga continued to represent the University
outside the campus, as well as to participate in Taylor
culture. Nicknamed "Ocky" by his peers,Ockenga was
said to have a healthy sense of humor as relayed by a
1925 Echo story:
He is a Sophomore of many capabilities, among which is the
ability to be stern and sober, while every one else is laughing at
his activities. If you do not believe me, call to mind the Thalo
Program during the first term of school, where he,on short
notice, acted as waiter,and served live chicken instead of those
which had been cooked - and in fact did everything he was not
supposed to do.

As a student, Ockenga played tennis, baseball, and
basketball for Taylor's Thalonian Society (at one point
getting "knocked out" by an accidental kick to the
head during a game). He also seemed to know almost
everyone during his time at Taylor, reportedly throwing
multiple surprise parties and winning an award for
identifying 46 of 47 of his peers by only their silhouettes
at his senior luncheon. Ockenga was an award-winning
debater and served various leadership roles in Taylor's
Eulogonian Debate Society, Holiness League, Gospel
Team Association,Thalonian Society,and the Gem,
Taylor's yearbook.He also preached on numerous
evangelistic tours in multiple states, represented
Taylor at the National Student Conference, and won the
Dureya Preacher's contest on Bible Holiness.
After graduating from Taylor, Ockenga continued his
education at Westminster Theological Seminary and
then received a Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh.
He later became a co-founder of Christianity Today, a
founder and the first president of Fuller Theological
Seminary, the pastor of Point Breeze Presbyterian
Church, pastor of the influential Park Street Church for

33 years, president of Gordon College and Divinity School,
and president of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.
He retired in 1979.Throughout his life,Ockenga was
well-respected by those who worked with him, including
evangelist Billy Graham who said that,"Nobody outside of
my family influenced me more than he did."
A press release from Park Street Church states that
Ockenga often spoke at Taylor and continued to recall his
experience fondly throughout his life.Ockenga was the
speaker for the dedication of the Ayres-Alumni Memorial
Library in 1950, delivered the 1954 Commencement
address, and spoke at a 1978 Homecoming event.When
Ockenga died in 1985, he was remembered as a man whose
exceptional speaking skills, coupled with his desire to be
taught by the Lord, allowed him to pour into the world as
well as every community in which he participated. Today,
Ockenga s contributions are honored on Taylor's campus
through the Ockenga Honors Lodge.

Susan Talbott
Wengatz (1910)
ASHLEY (BLACK '07) CHU, MLS

Susan Moberly Talbott was born in Coatesville, Indiana, on
January 29,1885.Her father was a criminal lawyer and legislator
of the state for many years, and her grandfather was a Methodist
preacher. Susan was converted early in life, and her conversion
was genuine and deep.She received her call to the foreign
mission field while in high school. In the fall of 1905, Susan
entered Taylor University against the wish of her parents, and,
as a result,sought employment throughout her college career by
serving as private stenographer to the President and singing in
the ladies' quartette.
While in college, Susan's life was one of genuine sincerity and
faith. She was a natural leader among her fellow students, both in
spiritual things and in scholarship, and she acted as a "balancer"
for the whole student body at times. She served as President of
the Volunteer Band during 1908-09.
In 1905, while she was at Taylor, news arrived that alumnus
Oliver Moody (1904), had become ill and died while serving as
a missionary in Angola. During a campus memorial service for
Moody, while Susan was praying that God would raise up someone
to fill Moody's place, a voice spoke to her that she was to be that
one. She stated in the 1909 yearbook that she expected to be a
foreign missionary.She did not know where Oliver Moody had
been buried, but years later, during her time as a missionary, she
found that she was stationed within sight of Moody's tombstone, a
confirmation of God's calling for her.
In June of 1909, she married the Reverend John C. Wengatz ('1909). In
1910, following her graduation, John and Susan were accepted by the
Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church and sent to Angola,West
Africa.There they labored together in the ingathering of souls until
the day she was bitten by a rabid dog. Despite multiple attempts
and heroic efforts to procure the serum needed for treatment, it did
not reach Susan in time and she died in 1930. Yet her fervent prayers
were answered, in that she died a natural death in her right mind
several weeks later. Her final words, minutes before her death,were
"Yes Lord, in Jesus' name."
Adapted from the publication In Jesus' Name: Memoirs of the victorious
life and triumphant death of Susan Talbott Wengatz compiled by Sadie
Louise Miller, a faculty member at Taylor, and published in 1932.
In Jesus'Name is available for download at pillars.taylor.edu.

Maytag Gymnasium
TESIA JURASCHEK ('21)

Three times a week Taylor students,faculty, and staff
members gather for worship in the Rediger Chapel/
Auditorium, yet few can envision this chapel, now
encapsulated in the LaRita Boren Campus Center, was
a gymnasium that housed college basketball games
and physical education classes during the first 45
years of its existence.
The Maytag Gymnasium's construction began in
October of 1929.Funding for the project was made
possible largely by T. H. Maytag, brother of Maytag
Washing Machine Company founder, Fred Maytag.
T. H. Maytag was encouraged to make a significant
financial contribution to Taylor by his pastor, and
future Taylor president, Dr. Robert Stuart B.S.1906.
Maytag Gymnasium was dedicated in May of 1930
and the event's featured speaker was the legendary
evangelist, Billy Sunday. Sadly, in October 1931, shortly
after Maytag Gymnasium's completion, Maytag
himself died from injuries suffered in an automobile
accident.
Structurally, Maytag Gymnasium was not
dramatically different from the current Rediger
Chapel/Auditorium, the exception being rows of
exterior windows throughout the building. Spectators
once lined the sides of the court and balconies to

watch basketball, and an auxiliary gym,dressing
rooms, and showers were located in the basement. A
plan for installing a swimming pool in the building's
basement was included, but never came to fruition.
Though it served primarily as a gymnasium until 1975,
Maytag did have many of the same roles as Rediger
Chapel/Auditorium. Choir concerts, Homecoming
festivities, academic convocations,and Youth
Conference events all took place in the building. In
the 1950s and '60s Maytag began holding chapels as
the former Shreiner Auditorium in Helena Memorial
Hall reached capacity and then suffered a destructive
fire in 1972. Other events held in Maytag included
Taylor presidential inaugurations, plays, graduation,
receptions, Sunday evening services,and even the
Grant County Corn Show.
The final basketball game in Maytag Gymnasium was
a fitting tribute to the building's original purpose, and
was attended by well-known Taylor figures including
Coach Don Odle '42, George Glass '58, and President
Milo Rediger '39. In one of the most appropriate
tributes to the building's legacy, Rediger climbed a
ladder and cut down the net, signaling the end of
Maytag Gymnasium and the beginning of Rediger
Chapel/Auditorium.

ALUMNI
NOTES
w- BMOC - Herbert Boyd poses with his Ford
near the former Magee Campbell Wisconsin
dormitory. Photo submitted by Dan Boyd.
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ALUMNI NOTES

1952

1973

Dr. Wallace LeeTruman received a finalist award
in the INDIE Publishing Competition in 2020 for his
autobiography, On theWay to the Pulpit.He wrote and selfpublished the book at the age of 92.Lee's wife Dr. Ruth
(Dixon) Truman has nine published books, both nonfiction and fiction.

Jay Huitsing,Eric Sheagley, Paul Cox, and Nick
Taylor attended the 2021 Indianapolis SOO.They enjoyed
great fellowship and were treated to an exciting race won
by fan favorite and four-time winner Helio Castroneves.

1966

m Dr. R Mark Beadle was among the recipients of this
year's Career Service Awards from ACSI USA. He and his
wife Lou Ann (Preston) served Christian schools around
the world for over 37 years.God gave them a vision for
Christian online learning, which led to the formation
of Sevenstar, which has now served over 68,000 students
grades sixth through 12th. Mark teaches at three Christian
universities. They enjoy their seven grandchildren and
reside in Morrow, Ohio.

Ken Taylor retired from Taylor University in August 2020,
after working in higher education for 49 years, the last 25 at
Taylor. His wife Joanne also retired after being a registered
nurse for 54 years.Their new motto is,"Every day is now
Saturday!"

1972
s|J A group of football alumni and their wives gathered
in Nashville, Tennessee, in June.They have been friends
for over 50 years.Those present were Ken and Vickie
(Stockman '73) Knipp '73,Chip and Annie Wehling
II, Mike and Bev (Good) McGowan,Dave and Karen
(Nystrom) Beechy,Kevin and Mary Sorenson '73, Newell
and Colleen (Frank '80)Cerak '74, Paul and Jan (Canze
'89) King '73, Jeff and Jill Archer.

1978

1982
Kayleen Reusser has published books with stories of
America's oldest military veterans since 2014. Her newest
book is, Battle of the Bulge: Stories from Those Who Fought
and Survived.The Battle of the Bulge was Adolf Hitler's last
major offensive against the Western Front from December
16,1944, to January 25,l945.This is the second book in
Reusser's World War II Insider series, which provides
veterans' personal accounts of a particular battle.
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ALUMNI NOTES

1 9 8 4
i.isa Jones, Christy (McKinley *88) Kelly, and Taylor
Board of Trustees member Heather (Shimko '96) Larson,
attended graduation ceremonies at Northside Christian
School in St. Petersburg, Florida, on May 28,2021. Heather
graduated from NCS in 1992 and was the commencement
speaker. Christy has taught at NCS for 32 years, and Lisa has
taught for 29 years.Lisa was Heather's teacher for middle
school social studies.
1 9 8 6
PT1 Timothy and Pamela (Filby) Ferris celebrated the
wedding of their youngest son Brian to Ivy Nowakowski on
June 13,2021. Tim and Pam celebrated their 35th wedding
anniversary the day after on June 14.
1 9 8 7
3 Mike and Valerie (Wilson) Boado were missionaries
in the Philippines for 33 years.They now live in Texas and
work with Commission to Every Nation in the area of
member care.If you are ever in the Hill Country of Texas,
they have a guest room for Taylor people.
1 9 9 8
•JJ Abby (James) Stalcup published her first book of a
series of children's books. She resides in Northern Illinois
with her husband Matthew and two sons.
1 9 9 9
3 Cory and Kelly Jo (Wise) Hartman have lived the
last fourteen years in Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania. Since
graduating, Cory earned MDiv and DMin degrees from
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and pastored
churches in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. In 2018, he
became a writer for Christian leaders and organizations
under the banner of his company, Fulcrum Content.After
coauthoring several books, including Future Church with
Will Mancini in 2020, he went full time as a writer with The
Future Church Company, which provides consulting and
training to churches, denominations, and networks. Kelly
teaches voice and piano in her own studio.Around stints
as a church worship leader and in addition to performing
herself, Kelly has served as music director and conductor
for almost 30 community,school, and collegiate musical
theater productions.They have four children: Jack (19),
Orphie (16),Arwen (13), and Israel (10).

2002

3 Robert Morris and his wife Kimberly welcomed their
son Nolan James on March 31.

2 0 0 5
Joel Looper published Bonhoeffer's America:
A Land without Reformation with Baylor
University Press.

2006

3Twin boys Abraham and Ezekiel were
born on April 27,2021, to Justin Zimmerman
and his wife Sarah.Abe had a posterior
urethral valve obstruction in utero, which
caused developmental complications.
Shortly after his birth, God chose to heal Abe
perfectly. When he died,he was surrounded
in the love and prayers of his parents and
siblings. Zeke is doing well, and joined
siblings Harper,Ansel, and Henry at home in
Morton, Illinois.

2008

3 Jorge Burmicky accepted a tenuretrack faculty position in the Department of
Educational Leadership and Policy Studies
at Howard University.Jorge's wife Monica
accepted a position at George Washington
University School of Medicine and Health
Science.The family moved to Northern
Virginia this summer, where their daughters
Naomi (5) and Elena (2) have begun
kindergarten and continued in daycare.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
HOMECOMING & FAMILY WEEKEND
October 21-23, 2022

GRANDPARENTS DAY
April 22, 2022

HERITAGE WEEKEND
April 23, 2022
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2008
9 Bradley Wood started a new position at Three Rivers
Federal Credit Union as a UX Design Developer.He lives
with his wife Laura and children Charlotte (7), Felicity (5),
Madelyn (3), and Thaddeus (l) in Richmond, Indiana.

2009
m Kevin Halloran recently published When Prayer Is
a Struggle: A Practical Guide for Overcoming Obstacles in
Prayer with P&R Publishing.Kevin lives in Hoffman Estates,
Illinois, with his wife Jazlynn and his daughter Sadie (2),
and works for the ministry Unlocking the Bible.
m Reverend Brandon Sanford was ordained on July
11,2021, by Valley Community Baptist Church in Avon,
Connecticut, where he serves as Pastor of NextGen.The
ceremony was attended by many family and friends
including his dad, Paul Sanford '81, his mom Sherry
(Bradford '81) Ontko, his brothers Curtis '13, Chris,and all
their families.Several pastors from surrounding churches
in New England attended and offered prayers for Brandon's
work. His wife Rebecca and daughters Zoe, Maggie, and
Noelle gathered around Brandon and prayed for him,
followed by his extended family. It was a time of rejoicing
and commitment to the ministry ahead.

FROM ONE
GENERATION TO THE
NEXT: President Michael
Lindsay and First Lady
Rebecca Lindsay are joined
by Taylor alumni who, in
late August, brought their
own sons and daughters to
m

start their Taylor journeys.
From all of us at Taylor
University, thank you!

m For the last five years, Gretchen (Richards)
Kooiman, Emily (Fischer *10) Harper, and Alison
(Grunden '11) Crubaugh had a reunion over the summer.
They met this summer at the Madison Zoo in Wisconsin.
They say it is fun to see their families grow and add new
members to their crew.
Stephanie (Sutton) Hectorne and her husband Matt
welcomed Theo Sutton on August 1,2021.

2011
Phillip Pinegar rejoined his wife Hilary (Dungan) on
Capitol Hill. Phillip joined the staff of U.S. Rep.Victoria
Spartz as Legislative Director after finishing up four-anda-half years with Vice President Mike Pence in July.

2012
23 Amanda (Frazer) Cragun and her husband Brandon
welcomed their second child Kamdyn Janell on March 11,
2021. She was diagnosed with TrisomylS and was able to
spend almost two days with her family before going to live
in her eternal home. Amanda is dedicated to supporting
families in understanding a child's life-limiting diagnosis
and God's plan to give them hope and a future through a
nonprofit called Kamdyn's Beehive Incorporated.

ALUMNI NOTES

2013

m Daniella Rottier completed her Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction at Western Governors
University. She accepted a teaching job at Cornerstone Learning Center in Cambodia for missionary kids.
She is thankful for God's beautiful timing in getting to live out her dream.
m Tyler and Ashley (Wisz) Wood welcomed their son Weston Wayne on February 5,2021. Weston joins
his big sister Willow (3) at home.

2015

Scott and Brynna (Poling '16) King welcomed their son Tyler Scott on February19. Tyler was
born two months early and weighed three pounds and seven ounces.After an extended NICU stay and
emergency surgery, the Kings are thrilled to have him home with big brother Zion.

2016

m Ben and Ellie (Williamson '17) Duggan were married on April 18,2021.
E! Landon and Morgan (Layton) Stuart gave birth to their first baby. Gwendolyn Claire was born May
13, at 1:08 a.m.She weighed nine pounds and four ounces, and was 21 inches long.

2017

§ Ruth Jansen has been serving as a missionary in Dakar,Senegal, in West Africa for two years. While
at Taylor, she did part of her student teaching at Dakar Academy in 2016.She returned in August 2019 as a
full-time high school math teacher for missionary kids.
m Evan Miyakawa joined the Institute for Defense Analyses (IDA) as a summer associate in the
Strategy, Forces, and Resources Division of IDA's Systems and Analyses Center.Evan earned a M.A.S. from
Baylor University in 2018,and is working toward a doctoral degree in statistics from Baylor.
m Rebecca Schriner joined Baker Publishing Group as the publicist for Bethany House Nonfiction
and Chosen Books.After working remotely for several months, Rebecca has finally united with her
Marketing team in BPG's Minnesota offices, and she continues to assist approximately 75-100 authors
each year in getting the word out about their books.

2019

2 Josiah Keller and Olivia Miller were married on July 10, in Muncie, Indiana.The wedding party
included Taylor alumni Grant Oldham, Samuel Thomas, William Kercher, and Emily (Little '18) Rea.
m Tyler Gruthusen and Madison May were married on June 5,2021, in Muncie, Indiana.
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IN MEMORIAM
Then the King will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world." —Matthew 25:34
WE REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS OF THE TAYLOR
COMMUNITY WHO HAVE GONE TO BE WITH THE LORD.

1 9 5 2
Roy Comstock died on October 25,2020,

played professional football with

at the age of 92.His wife Marie died at the
age of 89 on March 11,2020. The couple

the Oakland Raiders. David was
inducted into the Cattaraugus County

was married for 69 years. Roy, brother

Sports Hall of Fame in 2004. He was

of Jim Comstock, married Lois,Marie's

a longtime member of Faith Bible

sister, and the two couples plus Jim and

Chapel in Randolph, Indiana. David
was a proud member of the U.S.

Lois' four boys lived together in Upland
while Roy and Jim were students at
Taylor. Roy and Marie's oldest son was

Marine Corps, and served honorably

born while Roy was at Taylor. Roy served

Marine Division in Japan during the

as a first lieutenant with the Third

as pastor of Oconomowoc Bible Church.

Korean Conflict. He is survived by

After moving to Wheaton, Illinois, to

two siblings Wilda Baxter and John

pursue graduate studies at Wheaton Grad

Wheeler, two sons David Wheeler

School he worked for Service Master. Marie

and John Wheeler. Other survivors

worked at the Conservatory of Music at

include his daughters, Celeste Archer

Wheaton College for 34 years, and as a
couple they were surrogate parents to

and 14 great-grandchildren.

and Dulcie Marler;13 grandchildren,

many students, nieces, and nephews.
They are survived by Gordon, Gary, Dawn
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(Comstock '78) Davison,and Doug, along

0 Marilyn (Willett) Heavilin

with many nieces and nephews, including

passed away on August 12,2021.

Bart Comstock '66, Jay Comstock '68,

Marilyn was a member of Lenexa

Brooke (Comstock '76) Bruner, and Taylor
President Emeritus Paige (Comstock '77)
Cunningham.

and from 1991 to 2021 was a member

Baptist Church in Lenexa, Kansas,
of the First Congregational Church
in Redlands, California. She was

1 9 5 3

also a member of MADD,The

David Angus Wheeler, USMC, passed

Compassionate Friends.She was a

away on May 19,2021. He was 91. He

Docent at Kimberly Crest, Redlands

began his career in physical education at

from 1996 to 2004, and a member of

Randolph Central School in 1956. During
his 29-year tenure there, he coached

was an author and her works included

varsity football, track and field,cross
country, and junior varsity basketball.
He was the high school football coach
for the late Marvin Hubbard,who later

52

the PEO from 1997 to 2004. Marilyn

Roses in December, December's Song,
Becoming a Woman of Honor, Profound
Common Sense,The Best of Florence
Littauer,When Your Dreams Die, I'm
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Listening, Lord,Grief is a Family Affair, and Walking Victoriously
Through the Valley of Grief.Her article Tragedy: Prepare Now for
this Unexpected Visitor was featured in the Taylor magazine
in the spring of 1990.

1959
m Rosanne (Shippy) Wolfe went to her eternal Home on
August 7,2021, where she joined her two loves Bob, who
preceded her in death in 2016, and her Lord Jesus.Rosanne
was 84. Her mother, Alice Shippy,was also a longtime
beloved employee of Taylor and preceded her in death in
1990. Rosanne loved Taylor where she was trained as an
elementary teacher and enjoyed 29 amazing years in that
role. Not only did she meet her life partner, Bob, at Taylor,
but also found a core group of amazing Taylor girlfriends
whom she cherished. She will be missed by family and
friends, including their four children Steve Wolfe '90,
Cathie (Wolfe '87) Elwood, Timothy Wolfe, and Bethany
Fones. Memorial gifts may be made to the Taylor University
Robert C.Wolfe Observatory.

1967
Marcia (Dirks) Clark went to be with the Lord on August
7,2021, after being ill with Covid-19. She is survived by her
husband of 54 years Ron '68,children Ron Jr.,Randy, Amy,
and six grandchildren. After graduating from Taylor she
was an elementary school teacher for fifty years. Marcia
was a recipient of many awards and acknowledgements
for her teaching accomplishments and service. Her faith
in Christ was constantly displayed in her love of family,
friends, and her willingness to serve others. Her family
takes comfort in knowing Marcia is with her Lord; and has
been reunited with her mother,who died when she was
six; and her father,who died in 1973.
2 Floyd McClung died at the age of 75. He was an
international missions leader and author. In his more than
50 years in full-time ministry, Floyd lived in Africa, Asia,

Europe, and North America, worked on every continent
except Antarctica,and authored 18 books including the
international bestseller,The Father Heart of God. He is
survived by his wife of 54 years Sally, daughter Misha
Thompson, grandchildren Kezia and Luke Thompson,
son Matthew, brother Alan (Patricia), their daughter and
two grandchildren.Also surviving are his sister Judy
and her husband Jim Orred, their two daughters and two
grandchildren.

1969
Dr. Dwight Jacobus passed away suddenly on April 29,
2021. Dwight was a loving husband, father of two sons and
two daughters,a grandfather, and doggie daddy. While at
Taylor, Dwight served on Student Council as Councilman at
Large and attained his black belt in Taekwondo. Ultimately
he became the US National Champion in in his weight
class and competed against Chuck Norris at Madison
Square Garden.After graduating from Taylor, he received
his medical degree in osteopathy at Kansas City University.
As a Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon Dwight did much
to advance the state of the art in his field, including the
development of new techniques and devices to accelerate
healing. He was honored for his medical achievements by
receiving the highest award given in Orthopedics by the
American Osteopathic Academy of Orthopedics (AOAO).
He shared his knowledge of Orthopedics by teaching at
the University of Florida, VCOM Medical School,and The
Ohio State University.Throughout his career,Dwight held
multiple Orthopedic Board positions and Chairs including
Chief of Surgery, Chief of Staff at multiple hospitals and
served as Senior Examiner, AOAO. Dwight loved his Lord
and loved this country. He lived to heal others and was a
friend to all he met. He mentored hundreds in the medical
field. He was always smiling and making people laugh by
telling jokes. Golf and boating were among his favorite
activities. He was totally devoted to his wife Cynthia and
always told others,"She's not just my wife,she's my life."

1985

'- j Leon Walter Zuercher went home to Jesus on June
2, surrounded by his girls. His death from Covid-19 was
unexpected. He is survived by his daughters Whitney,
Hailey, and Katie Zuercher,and their mother Candace
Trzaskowski. He made his home in Indianapolis. Leon
spent the first part of his career working at the Naval
Air Warfare Center/Raytheon.In recent years he enjoyed
working at FedEx. He was a great dad to his girls. When
they were little he was not afraid to put on a tiara or
play Barbie as long as he could be Ken the Marine. Leon
enjoyed the outdoors and planting trees.

1992

Laurel "Lauri"(Erb) Swing passed away from
complications of Covid-19 on December 10,2020. Lauri
majored in Elementary Education while at Taylor and
spent her life teaching either in public education,
Christian education, or homeschooling her children
through eighth grade.She fulfilled many roles as a
member of Westwood Fellowship serving as a Sunday
school teacher, MOPS mom,coordinator, mentor, AWANA
co-commander, and in many other ways.Lauri also

served in many homeschool co-ops over the years. In
everything Lauri did she strived for excellence. She was
most recently employed in the Fine Arts Department
of Laltewood Park Christian School in Auburn, Indiana,
where all her kids attended.Lauri and her husband
Lynn have lived in Woodburn, Indiana, since graduating
from Taylor. She is survived by Naomi (Page) '19,
Eleanor Swing, Drew '19, Lynn '92, Bryce '23, Ember
(Pflueghoeft '20), Caleb '21, and Cassie.Survivors also
include her mother Elaine Erb along with six siblings
and their families.

2010

• jjj Molly Johnston died April 23,2021, after a
courageous battle with cancer.She is survived by her
fiancee Ben Bostic, Paul and Kary Johnston,former
financial aid director at Taylor Fort Wayne,Adam
Johnston, Charlotte (Johnston '06) Harkness, a niece,
and nephew. Molly had a passion for traveling.She
wanted to see the world and meet people everywhere,
spreading joy along the way. She will be remembered for
her glowing smile and fiery spirit.
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The Finest Hour
A global pandemic,which may or may not at NASA were forced to scrap the planned
be waning.Societal unrest. Financial fears. moon landing and come up with a way to
International threats. Fear of what the
save the astronauts' lives.There is much
future may bring.
we can learn from the story of these gifted
scientists and pilots who pooled their
No, I am not describing the atmosphere
individual, God-given abilities to rescue
of 2021, but rather, 60 years ago, as
the astronauts from certain death in deep
America emerged from the polio
space to a safe recovery in the Pacific
epidemic, faced growing unrest in its
Ocean.
cities over racial injustice, and stood at
the brink of a nuclear holocaust with the Yet, most significantly, and while untold
former Soviet Union.
in the story, it was the hand of God that
blessed that work to return the three space
Perhaps some of us find ourselves
travelers.
believing this to be one of the darkest
periods in human history. But consider the While my association with Taylor is new,
fact that we live in a nation that,within
I can tell you that Taylor has, itself, faced
the span of a few months, created an
hardships throughout its history.While
effective vaccine against a deadly illness
we were a fledgling,struggling school
that has claimed the lives of 700,000 of our in 1861, the American Civil War erupted
fellow Americans. America has produced
between northern and southern states.
scientists, sociologists, teachers, computer Since then, there have been two World
programmers, and pastors. People who
Wars, the Great Depression and Great
impact the lives of those in whose midst
Recession, the global influenza pandemic
they have found themselves in life.In
of the late 1910s, the polio epidemic I
fact, that is what we are about at Taylor
mentioned earlier, and the threat of
University.
nuclear war.American Presidents have
been assassinated.
Many will recall the story of Apollo 13,
which was told so brilliantly by the
Yet through each of these calamities,
filmmaker Ron Howard. Apollo 13 was to
Taylor has both persevered and prevailed.
have landed on the moon, but when an
Ultimately, we must continue to rely on
explosion in the service module crippled
the favor of God.The late Charles Colson
the spacecraft,engineers and scientists
once said,"I meet millions who tell me

56

that they feel demoralized by the decay
around us.Where is the hope? The hope
that each of us has is not in who governs
us, or what laws are passed, or what great
things that we do as a nation.Our hope
is in the power of God working through
the hearts of people, and that's where our
hope is in this country; that's where our
hope is in life."
As Apollo 13 flight director Gene Kranz
famously said in the midst of uncertainty,
"I believe this will be our finest hour."
God is still God.May we each fill the
roles to which He calls us in His divine
redemption plan so we may create a
world in which we can not only live
together, but forge a future for the
generations that follow.

D. Michael Lindsay, Ph.D.
President and Professor of Sociology
Taylor University

AN EDUCATION
THAT TRANSFORMS IMS
BE PART OF THE STORY
As students at Taylor, and then later as a married couple serving in the military, money was
tight for Phil and Midge (Brown '42) Yaggy '41.Studying at Taylor represented a significant
time in their lives of spiritual growth and personal development.This prompted a longing to
invest in education and provide an excellent "Taylor experience" for students of all incomes.
After 40+ years of faithful giving, the Yaggys' pledged their final gift to Taylor - the University
where they met and fell in love. Their bequest will help provide generations of students
a world-class education, and is crucial as we work to ensure that the Taylor University
educational experience is possible for every student.
You can read the Yaggys' story on page 10.

Will you give to meet the needs
of students and maintain the
dynamic academic programs that
make Taylor University one of the
premier Christian universities of
evangelical faith?

To leave a legacy of ongoing
gifts to advance God's
kingdom (estate gifts and
planned giving), contact
Rachel Gamarra, Director of
Stewardship Planning:

Visit www.taylor.edu/giving/
iving-form or scan the QR code.

rachel_gamarra(a)taylor.edu.

The servant's hands and towel sculpture, given by the Class of
'69, is a visual reminder of one of Taylor's most distinctive attributes:
living together in discipleship community. Learn more on p. 30.

